RULES FOR THE GOLD MEDAL AWARDS

of the
(Jury of Awards)

Approved: February, 1932

Revised in 1939, 1940, 1957, 1962, 1965

1974, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1992, 1995, 1998, 2006.

1.
The following gold medals shall be awarded by the American Society of Agricultural and 


Biological Engineers, except as otherwise provided in these rules:

(a)  The Cyrus Hall McCormick-Jerome Increase Case Medal, originally endowed as the 

Cyrus Hall McCormick Medal in 1931 by Mr. Cyrus H. McCormick, Mrs. Emmons Blaine, and Mr. Harold F. McCormick in honor of their father, Cyrus Hall McCormick, instituted by the Society in 1932; and subsequently modified as the Cyrus Hall McCormick-Jerome Increase Case Medal and underwritten by J I Case.


(b)  The John Deere Medal, endowed in 1937 by the descendants of John Deere in his 

Honor, and instituted by the Society in 1938.

2.
The formal award of these medals shall be made by the president of the Society at such time 

and place as the Board of Trustees may designate, but preferably at the Society’s Annual Meeting.

3.
(a)  The McCormick-Case Award consists of a gold medal.


(b)  The John Deere Award consists of a gold medal.

4. 
The conditions of eligibility on which each medal may be awarded are as follows:


(a)  McCormick-Case Medal - “For exceptional and meritorious engineering achievement in 


      agriculture.”


(b)  Deere Medal - “For distinguished achievement in the application of science and art to the 


       soil.”


(c)  The recipient, at the time of election, shall be a living person who is able and willing to be 


       present to receive the award at the time and place designated by the Membership 

       Development Council.

5.
The recipient of the medal award shall be elected by a standing committee of the Society to 


be known as the “Jury of Awards of Honor,” and election shall be subject to the approval of 

    
the M-102 Awards Coordinating Committee.

6.
The Jury of Awards of Honor (hereinafter referred to as the “Jury”) shall consist of five 
persons. These shall nominally be the five immediate, active past presidents of the Society,


with the senior past president serving as chair.
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7.
Any vacancies occurring on the Jury shall be automatically filled from the list of “immediate, 

active past presidents or medallists of the Society.”

8.
The executive officer of the Society (or the designated representative from the ASABE 


headquarters staff) shall act as custodian of the records of the Jury and render such other


secretarial services as may be required but shall have no vote or votes in its deliberations.

9.
Each year during the Annual Meeting of the Society at the option of the chair, the Jury for the 


ensuing year shall hold a meeting to formulate plans to consider candidates and to perform 


other functions within its authority.  The executive officer shall send to each member of the 


Jury (a) a copy of these rules and (b) the names of all candidates on the active


list (see paragraph 1).  The executive officer shall cause to be published each year in 

“Inside ASABE” a statement about the medal awards, which shall include an invitation to Society members to nominate persons as candidates for the
medals.  Each nomination shall be accompanied by a statement of the reasons for proposing the candidate, together with a record of scientific or professional achievement in sufficient detail to enable the Jury to appraise fairly the candidate’s worthiness to receive one of the medals.  Nominations must be submitted to ASABE headquarters no later than October 31.

10.
All nominations of candidates made in any year shall be continued in force for a period of 


three years, and such active list shall be resubmitted to the Jury as provided in paragraph 9.

11. On or before November 15, the executive officer shall send to each member of the Jury, the 

names of all candidates on the active list as provided in paragraphs 9 and 10, which includes 

the names of proposed new candidates as well as holdover candidates, along with nomination 
materials concerning their professional records.  The Jury shall designate the time and place 
of all meetings and correspondence for the selection process with the finalization date of 

January 15.

The Jury, in meeting assembled, shall vote by secret ballot on the candidates being



considered. Two-thirds of the members shall constitute a quorum.


Members unable to be present shall submit letter ballots, and proxy instructions to the 


executive officer. If one Juror is absent the proxy shall be exercised by the president/chair.


If two jurors are absent, the second proxy shall be exercised by the president-elect.


The president and president-elect shall cast ballots as instructed in the proxy for the


first round of balloting.  After that, the president and president-elect shall be free to 


vote their own choices in subsequent ballots.  The executive officer (or the designated 


staff representative) shall serve as official teller.


Any candidate receiving two-thirds or more of the votes of the entire Jury shall be 


considered elected.  Should no candidate receive at least two-thirds of the votes on


the first ballot, the two names receiving the most votes shall then be submitted for


further balloting, and the candidate receiving two-thirds or more of the votes shall be


considered elected.  
In case more than two candidates tie for the highest number of votes on the first ballot, the 
names of all such candidates shall be submitted for the final balloting.  In case two more 
candidates tie for the second highest number of votes on the first balloting, a special ballot 
shall be taken to break this tie before the final ballot on the two candidates receiving the most 
votes is taken.  Should no candidate receive at least two-thirds of the votes cast on the final 
ballot, no award shall be made for the year under consideration.

12.
The name of the candidates selected by the Jury shall be submitted by the executive 


officer to the M-102 Awards Coordinating Committee; and if the selection is confirmed those 

chosen to receive the awards shall be notified of their selection by early February.


1.  This notification shall also inform the elected medalists of all requirements (see 


     paragraph 4-c), upon the fulfillment of which the final awarding of each medal is


     conditional.

13. 
The executive officer shall make the necessary arrangements, subject to the approval


of the M-102 Awards Coordinating Committee, for the proper presentation ceremony at the 

ensuing Annual Meeting, or on such other occasion as the Membership Development Council 

may designate for the awarding of a medal.

14. If in any year no available candidate is deemed worthy, by the Jury, and the M-102 Awards 

Coordinating Committee, of receiving a medal, no award shall be made in that year.  Only


one of each medal shall be awarded in any given year.

15. The Foundation Board of Trustees of the Society shall direct the disposition to be made of all accruing monies as income from the endowment funds established to perpetuate the Society’s medals.
16.
All questions arising before the Jury, except the selection of a candidate for a medal, shall


be decided by a majority vote of those present and authorized to vote (Par. 11c).  Ballot


by proxy is permitted where a proxy addresses a specific issue at hand.  In the case of a 


tie, the chair shall cast the deciding vote.

17.  
The Jury shall have power to decide any question not specifically covered by these rules.

18.
These rules may be amended - and be immediately in effect - by M-102 Awards Coordinating 


Committee chair and a majority vote of the Membership Development Council voting by letter 
           ballot or at any official meeting of the Membership Development Council, by a majority vote of 
           the members thereof present and voting.
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